th Annual ALS Users' Association Meeting It's not exactly Russian roulette, but scheduling October events outdoors is not risk-free, even in usually sunny California. An overflow crowd or more than 400 registered users, ALS staff, and vendors enjoyed a full indoor program featuring science highlights and workshops spread over two and a half days from October 18 to October 20. However, a major storm, heralding the onset of the San Francisco Bay Area rainy season, posed a few weather challenges for the events on the ALS patio.
Users' Executive Committee chair Dennis Lindle (University of Nevada, Las Vegas) started the meeting off with a warm welcome to new BerkeleyLab Director Stephen Chu. Coming from a laser-based science background, Chu confessed he was not yet intimately familiar with the ALS but was already hearing that it is one of the best facilities for users to do great science. Acting ALS Director Janos Kirz followed Chu by introducing a surprise guest: Daniel Chemla, who is on extended medical leave from his normal duties as ALS Director while recovering from major surgery.
Kirz continued with an overview of the ALS, starting with a nod of appreciation to division deputies Ben Feinberg, Neville Smith, and Jim Krupnick for keeping the facility on track in Daniel's absence and bringing him up to speed soon after his June arrival at the ALS. He emphasized the need for continuous attention to safety in the face of the continuing rapid growth in the user count, summarized several accelerator improvements and new beamlines, and took a look at the future. Coming up in Feburary 2005 is a major DOE review of the ALS, which will also include a presentation of the new ALS strategic plan now being constructed. The plan is based on an upgrade to higher brightness by means of top-off operation, lower emittance, advanced insertion devices, and specialized beamlines. A user support building to serve both the ALS and other Berkeley Lab user facilities that will reside in the space now occupied by Building 10 adjacent to the ALS and a nearby user hostel for onsite housing are also progressing. ALS operation is funded by the DOE Office of Basic Energy Sciences, so the annual "view from Washington" by DOE Associate Director for BES, Pat Dehmer, is always eagerly anticipated. Like Kirz, she emphasized the seriousness of safety, calling attention to recent stand downs at Los Alamos and SLAC that resulted from laser and electrical mishaps, respectively, and pointedly noted that the same could happen at the ALS. Regarding the budget outlook, fiscal year 2005 is uncertain, as Congress has not finished its actions [an appropriations bill has now been passed with some growth for BES], but in future years there is likely to be pressure on non-defense R&D spending in order to reduce the federal deficit. At the end of her talk to thank her for her support of the ALS, David Attwood of the Berkeley Lab Center for X-ray Optics presented Dehmer with a framed artwork showing a University of California, Berkeley, art student's impression of the ALS.
In other Monday morning presentations, Uwe Arp (NIST) described lightsources.org, a Website to be launched in early 2005 that will be a one-stop-shopping venue for a broad audience for news and information about light sources (see SRN 17.6, .
Michael Lubell (Director of Public Affair, American Physical Society) spoke of the need to emphasize what science can do for the country in order to preserve support for science in the coming budget climate. And Dennis Lindle conducted a town hall meeting on the strategic planning process that has been under way at the ALS.
Monday afternoon sessions were devoted to "Looking Forward: New Science at the ALS" and to science highlights.
Tuesday was dedicated to a set of eight focused workshops, some of which carried over onto Wednesday. The workshops and organizers were "Actinide Spectroscopy at the ALS," David Shuh (Berkeley Lab) and Jim Tobin (Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory); "Advances in Crystallographic Data Analysis and Acquisition," Christine Trame (Berkeley Lab); "Magnetic Nanostructures, Interfaces, and New Materials: Theory, Experiment, and Applications," Elke Arenholz ( 
